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ADVANTAGES OF PRODUCTION MUSIC

Production music (or library music) is high quality and cost-

effective music specifi cally written for synchronisation or 

dubbing into audio and audio-visual productions.

Clearing the music rights you need is a straightforward 

online process. There are no copyright owner permissions 

to obtain, making it quick and simple to budget for and 

access music when you need it.

Go to www.mcps-prs.com/pm to get started.

Licences issued by MCPS cover the right to reproduce the 

musical work, sound recording and artist performance – all 

the rights normally required by a production company.

Information on the range of production music can be 

obtained directly from the libraries. A full list can be found 

on our website www.mcps-prs.com/pm

All rights are granted in perpetuity, except for music used 

throughout Advertising Campaigns (see page 16).

[  GENERAL INFORMATION ]
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top up licences

Where it is necessary to extend the scope (e.g. further 

territories, media or copies), or add new categories to a 

licence for a particular production, a ‘top up licence’ may be 

available. The extra amount payable will relate only to the 

additional use required (subject to the production not being 

altered in ANY way - see Rate Card Note 5, inside back page 

for more details).

copyright warning

Copyright is infringed not only by anyone who reproduces a 

work without a licence but also by anyone who authorises 

that reproduction or procures that the reproduction take 

place. Facility houses, production companies and their 

clients may therefore all be liable for any such infringement 

where a valid licence has not been issued.

Any authorisation to reproduce prior to obtaining a licence 

and paying the royalty and other fees (whether expressed 

or implied) is subject to the fundamental condition that a 

licence is obtained and the fees paid as referred to in the 

Rate Card Notes, inside back page. If this is not done, any 

such authorisation is deemed never to have had effect.

No authorisation to reproduce is granted by the supply of 

production music discs.

APPLYING FOR A LICENCE

When planning the use of music, it is important to 

remember that a valid licence must be obtained and the 

relevant royalty and other fees paid BEFORE the production 

is transmitted, broadcast, shown, exhibited, distributed, 

hired, exploited, or used in any way.

1 To source music refer to our website

www.mcps-prs.com/pm to fi nd contact information for 

all MCPS production music suppliers.

2 To audition music go to your chosen library’s website and 

choose the music you need. The library will supply you 

with the music via CD or download.

3 To license your selected music usage revisit the 

MCPS website and complete our convenient online 

application form.

please note:

An administration fee of £8 will be charged for each 

licence issued. Rates are quoted in £ sterling for a unit of 

30 seconds or part thereof for each separate cue, unless 

otherwise stated. Aggregation of cues is not permitted 

unless otherwise stated. All fees are exclusive of VAT.

A licence is not valid until payment has been received

by MCPS.

MCPS reserves the right to request a copy of any 

completed production for verifi cation purposes.



w
w

w
.m

c
p

s
-p

rs
.co

m
/p

m

6
w

w
w

.m
c

p
s

-p
rs

.co
m

/p
m

7
additional information

•  If you wish to use a signifi cant number of tracks or cues 

within a single production or are intending to produce 

a number of productions that will include production 

music, please call us to ask about our special rates and 

blanket deals: MCPS Licensing Team on 0208 378 7500.

•  For Television Programming rates please contact the 

MCPS IPC Team on 020 7306 4101.

•  Infomercials, Public Performance and Gaming Machine 

rates are available on application. Please call the MCPS 

Licensing Team on 0208 378 7500.

This symbol indicates a defi ned term.

PRS

Where you see this symbol beside a rate category, a 

separate PRS licence is required. Services making licensed 

productions and broadcasting them or communicating 

them to the public by making them available over the 

internet or via mobile networks will also need to have the 

appropriate PRS licence covering the performing right. The 

party responsible for providing the content to the end user 

must obtain the licence; however, the producer may apply 

on their behalf. 

The PRS Online licence is charged in units of £53 (+VAT). 

Music hours are calculated by multiplying the viewer hours 

(i.e. the amount of time in total that users spend watching 

the content) by the percentage of music in the content.

PRS Licence Allowed uses 
per £53 (+VAT)

Background to a website 
(akin to webcasting) 

Up to 8,500 music hours 
streamed

On demand streams Up to 3,200 music hours 
streamed

Permanent downloads Up to 350 music hours 
downloaded

If music is the main focus of the content please view the 

usage limits at www.mcps-prs.com/prsonline

To obtain a PRS licence please contact the MCPS-PRS 

Online licensing team:

Tel: 020 7306 4991

Email: onlinelicensing@mcps-prs-alliance.co.uk



w
w

w
.m

c
p

s
-p

rs
.co

m
/p

m

8 9
[  CORPORATE ] CORPORATE

Corporate Use: Non-broadcast non-retail audio-visual 
productions, excluding advertising.

For use in…

•  Corporate videos (including educational videos)

•  Exhibition to non-paying audiences

•  Audio-visual productions (excluding advertisements, 
feature fi lms and trailers)

•  Music on hold

Interactive/looped use of music charged at £70 per
30 seconds or part thereof. The interactive rate allows for 
unrestricted use of the same music fi le (containing a single
music cue) throughout an entire production, and also 
applies to the looping of music.

Premium/Sponsored Products: Music in CDs, CD-ROMs 
and DVDs (or other formats) used as incentives to sell other 
goods or services, or as a generic marketing promotion to 
the public to build brand loyalty.

Premium/Sponsored Products World per 
30 second 
unit {or part 
thereof}

Up to 10,000 copies £175

10,001 - 100,000 copies £240

Over 100,000 copies £350   

25% reduction in 
fees where over twenty

30 second units are used per 
individual production

PRS Licence   Services that are making the licensed production available 

over the internet or via mobile networks will also need to have an appropriate 

PRS licence covering the performing right. Please see page 7 for more details. 

For music on hold applications, please call PRS on 0800 068 4828.
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Corporate productions World per 
30 second 
unit (or part 
thereof)

This rate clears the above usage for:

• All territories

• Unlimited copies

• All media (including online) 

£35
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